
DBQ: Japanese-
American Internment 





What does “internment” mean? 
n  Internment is the imprisonment or 

confinement of people during wartime. The 
Oxford English Dictionary (1989) gives the 
meaning as "The action of ‘interning’; 
confinement within the limits of a country or 
place".  

n  Who was sent to internment camps? 
•  Japanese, German, and Italian Americans from the 

United States, Canada and Latin America. 
•  Aliens, Naturalized Citizens, and/or Native Born 

Citizens. 



Japanese Internment 
n  Issei	
  	
  =	
  Japanese	
  Aliens,	
  1st	
  

Genera1on.	
  	
  55-­‐65	
  years	
  old	
  

n  Nisei	
  =	
  Americans	
  born	
  to	
  Japanese	
  
parents,	
  2nd	
  genera1on.	
  

n  Educated	
  in	
  the	
  US.	
  1-­‐30	
  years	
  old.	
  
Very	
  liFle	
  threat,	
  loyal	
  to	
  U.S.	
  

n  Kibei	
  –	
  American	
  born	
  who	
  received	
  
part	
  or	
  all	
  of	
  their	
  educa1on	
  in	
  Japan.	
  
Considered	
  the	
  most	
  dangerous	
  
element.	
  

n  Sansei	
  =	
  3rd	
  Genera1on	
  of	
  Japanese.	
  
Typically	
  a	
  baby.	
  No	
  threat.	
  

n  Execu/ve	
  Order	
  9066	
  authorizes	
  the	
  
establishment	
  of	
  camps	
  in	
  1942.	
  

n  Canadian	
  internment	
  begins	
  with	
  
the	
  War	
  Measures	
  Act	
  (Orders-­‐in-­‐
Council)	
  in	
  1942.	
  

n  Japanese	
  Canadians	
  from	
  Bri1sh	
  
Columbia,	
  22,000,	
  are	
  moved	
  to	
  
the	
  interior	
  of	
  Canadian.	
  

n  Once	
  in	
  the	
  reloca1on	
  camps	
  the	
  
detainees	
  could	
  leave	
  if	
  they	
  had	
  
permission.	
  

n  Internment	
  ends	
  in	
  1947	
  (1946).	
  



Japanese American Internment  
(U.S. Government Propaganda)  

n  http://
www.youtube.com/
watch?
v=_OiPldKsM5w 





WRA Relocation Centers[33]  

Name State Opened Max. Pop'n 

Manzanar California March 1942 10,046 

Tule Lake California May 1942 18,789 

Poston Arizona May 1942 17,814 

Gila River Arizona July 1942 13,348 

Granada Colorado August 1942 7,318 

Heart Mountain Wyoming August 1942 10,767 

Minidoka Idaho August 1942 9,397 

Topaz Utah September 1942 8,130 

Rohwer Arkansas September 1942 8,475 

Jerome Arkansas October 1942 8,497 



n In 1988 Canadian 
government  paid 
$21,000 to each 
Japanese Canadian 
who was interned. 

n In 1988 the US 
government paid 
$20,000 to each 
Japanese American 
who was interned. 



Instructions 
n  Work with a historical 

buddy or solo and 
review the documents 
related to Japanese-
American Internment. 

n  After reviewing the 
documents answer the 
following questions: 

1.   How do the documents 
reflect: 
a.  Racial prejudice 
b.  War hysteria 
c.  Failure of political leadership 
 

2.   What reasons might have 
made U.S. Supreme 
Justices reluctant to find 
internment illegal? 

3.   How did you react to 
descriptions of the 
evacuation and 
internment of Japanese-
Americans? 

 



TIME OF FEAR 
n  What is the “fear” that is mentioned 

in “Time of Fear”?  
 
n  Take into consideration:  

• Personal thoughts of the various people 
• Actions by the government 
• Outcomes 



Concluding Thought 
n  To what extent was sufficient 

information available in the early 
1940s to enable people generally to 
recognize that the evacuation and 
internment of Japanese-Americans 
was an unjust consequence of racial 
prejudice, war hysteria, and failure 
of political leadership? 



DEEP THOUGHT… 
n  To what extent 

are people held 
accountable for 
their actions? 


